Embassy of the United States of Amenica
Tirana, Albania
August 20, 2007

Pérgezime!

NEé emer te ish-Ambasadores Amerikane ne Shqipéri
Marcie B. Ries, deshiroj t'ju pérgezoj pér pérfundimin
e kesaj Enciklopedie. Duket qé materiali éshté mble-
dhur dhe pérzgjedhur me pasion dhe dashuri per
muzikeén iso-polifonike shqiptare.

Jam shume i lumtur gé Programi i Fondit té Ambasa-
dorit per Mbrojtjen e Trashégimisé Kulturore i Depar-
tamentit té Shtetit té Shteteve té Bashkuara béri té
mundur botimin e Enciklopedisé té Muzikés Iso-
Polifonike Shqiptare. Jam krenar gé ky Program
mundi té ndihmojé né ruajtjen e njé forme muzikore
jashtézakonisht t€ bukur dhe unike shqgiptare, njé
Kryeveper e Trashegimisé Gojore te Njerezimit te
njohur nga UNESCO.

Enciklopedia do té ndihmojé né edukimin e brezave
té ardhshém té Shqipérisé dhe do té nxisé vlerésimin
dhe krenarineé e rinisé shqiptare pér trashégiminé e
tyre kulturore. Kam bindjen se ajo do té kthehet né
njé burim té vlefshém pér muzikantét e huaj, etno-
muzikologét dhe hulumtuesit e tjeré té interesuar
pér té studinar trashégiminé muzikore té Shqiperise.

Ambasada e Sh.B.A éshté e kénaqur gé e ka mbeshte-

tur kété projekt té réndésishem.

Stephen A. Cristina

[ ngarkuari me Pune
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Congratulations!

On behalf of former U.S. Ambassador to Albania
Marcie B. Ries, I would like to congratulate you on
the completion of this Encyclopedia. It is evident that
the material has been collected and selected with
passion and love for Albanian Iso-Polyphonic music.

I am very happy that the Ambassador’'s Fund for
Cultural Preservation of the U.S. Department of
State made possible the publication of the
Encyclopedia of the Albanian Iso-Polyphonic
Music. I am proud that this Program could help
preserve an exceptionally beautiful and uniquely
Albanian musical form, a Masterpiece of the
Intangible Heritage of Humanity recognized by
UNESCO.

The Encyclopedia will contribute to the education
of Albania's future generations and instill appre-
ciation and pride among Albania’s youth in their
cultural heritage. I am confident that it will also
become a valuable resource for foreign musicians,
ethnomusicologists and other scholars interested
in Albania's musical heritage.

The United States Embassy is pleased to have

supported this important project.

Stephen A. Cristina

Charge d'Affaires



